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January 14, 2007
The Commands of Our Lord
REPENT

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
John Piper is a Christian writer and minister whose writings I enjoy reading and he has just released a book concerning fifty demands of Jesus.  I decided that brief studies of such demands would be a good topic for 2007 so this week we start with one of His demands.  I am not going to just follow John’s topics but I will use some that he has gleaned from the Word and we will study enough of the demands to fill up the year.  The purpose of the letters for 2007 will be to help all of us become better disciples of Jesus Christ.  After all, He said:

John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”  

Repent

The first statement made by our Lord when He began His ministry was that we must repent:
Matt 3:2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

So let’s look at bit at what is involved in our obeying this command of our Lord. Repenting is not optional:

Luke 13:3 “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”

Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words tells us that “repent” comes from the original Greek word “metanoeo” that means literally to “change one’s mind or purpose”.  That dictionary also tells us that “repent” is an action word that demonstrates how people repent FROM doing things against the will of God TO doing things that are in accordance with the will of God.
We will be involved in the process of repentance as long as we live here.  So we must get used to it!  Repentance is not an once-in-a-lifetime direction that we only take when we are born again.  As we precede through life and the Holy Spirit reveals areas in our life that require repentance on our part we will be continually obeying this command as we turn away from those old ways and turn to the way of God.  I believe that the following diagram demonstrates this life-long process very well.
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The above demonstrates continual repentance and I encourage you to read the Scripture verses listed.  The diagram shows that we will always be involved in the process of sanctification/repentance as our Christ-Like nature increases and our Adam Nature decreases.  We also see that the process is not smooth. As we continue to sin, the Holy Spirit convicts us of that sin, we then repent, and continue on our upward path.  The dotted lines indicate an infinite distance so we see that our most holy state here is still an infinite distance from that of God’s holy nature and that our being declared totally holy in a physical body only occurs when we are in our glorified body.  

We will continue to study some of the commands of our Lord and I encourage you to meditate on the above diagram for we will be using it considerably.  I find thinking about the diagram very helpful as I walk in the world and God continues to work on my sanctification.  I also have found that many people do not consider repentance to be something that they must do many times during their existence here.  Also be sure to note as we progress on our consideration of these commands that they are commands and not suggestions!  Jesus is our Lord, not our buddy!  As someone who is dedicated to serving Jesus I do not find His commands onerous although sometimes they may be difficult. Repentance is also not something that we do in secret.

Acts 26:20 “but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance.”
As an example of the above, if I stole something from someone repentance does not just involve my determination to never steal again but I also must make restitution and ask for forgiveness.  So the challenge for all of us is to repent often, love God and keep His commandments.
